
 

Free College Meals  
Guidance Notes for Applicants 2023/2024 

 
Students may apply for a Free College Meal. Students who received a free school meal in Year 11 should tick the box 
on the online application via this link https://sjdc.paymystudent.com/portal/. Students who already received free 
meals on or after 1st April 2018 will continue to be eligible for free meals up until March 2025 and then until the end 
of their phase of education. Evidence of entitlement may be required such as a copy of a previous entitlement letter 
or an email from the student’s high school confirming receipt of free school meals. 
 
The rules for eligibility for a Free College Meal have been set out by the Government and are different from those for 
the 16-19 Discretionary Bursary. It is likely that if you are eligible for Free College Meals you will also be eligible for a 
16-19 Discretionary Bursary. Eligibility for the Bursary will be assessed separately from that for Free College Meals. 


